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TOP | SOMM
The US Sommelier Championships 

TOP NEW SOMM
America’s Top New Sommelier 

2012 COMPETITION SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

29 December 2011			All potential candidates informed of competition

12 January 2012	Entry Deadline 

ON-LINE PRELIMINARIES

27 January 2012 – 8:00 am PST	Electronic distribution of test materials sent to all competitors

28 January 2012 -  1:00 pm PST	All On-line tests completed

31 January 2012 	Results for all competitors delivered to MS judges

4 February 2012 	Top eight (8) TOP|SOMM competitors in each area invited to participate in Area Competitions
	Top four (4) Top New Somm competitors in each area invited to participate in Area Competitions 

AREA COMPETITION
The Area Competitions will be held in the following five US Areas between March 5 and April 2, 2011:

Western –San Francisco, CA – 5 March 2012, Location TBD

Great Lakes –Chicago, IL – 12 March 2012, Location TBD

Eastern Seaboard –New York, NY – 19 March 2012, Location TBD

South Central –Miami, FL – 19 March 2012, Location TBD

Mountain –Denver, CO – 2 April 2012, Location TBD

CHAMPIONSHIPS
May 6, 2012 – San Francisco, CA 

INTRODUCTION
TOP|SOMM SM The US Sommelier Championship and Top New Somm SM America’s Top New Sommelier are competitions for wine service professionals administered under the framework of the Guild of Sommeliers, judged by Master Sommeliers and governed by the standards of the US Court of Master Sommeliers.  Each competition recognizes excellence and encourages mastery of wine and spirit knowledge and service.  TOP|SOMMSM allows all wine service professionals regardless of age to fine-tune their skills and compete for the title TOP|SOMMSM and the Robert Mondavi Trophy each year. Top New Somm SM. allows wine service professionals age 29 or younger (01/01/12) to fine-tune their skills and compete for the title Top New SommSM and the Southern Wine and Spirits Trophy each year.

ELIGIBILITY
TOP|SOMMSM The US Sommelier Championship is open to any qualified individual who:
· Is at least 30 (thirty) years of age (on 01/01/12)
· Is a working wine professional

To attain the distinction of being selected as the TOP|SOMMSM at the Championships the candidate must successfully progress through three tests.  All contestants will take the Preliminary On-Line test; with 30 to 40 contestants qualifying for one of five Area Competitions and the top 10 competitors moving on to the US Championships. 

· Previous winners of TOP|SOMMSM are not eligible to compete a second time
· An individual may compete only three times at the TOP|SOMMSM Championships and must complete the entire qualification and eligibility process each time.
· The individual with the highest score in the championships will be named TOP|SOMMSM and awarded the Robert Mondavi Trophy.  

Top New SommSM America’s Top New Sommelier is open to any qualified individual who:
· Is at least 21 years age and no more than 29 years of age (on 01/01/12)
· Is a working wine professional

To attain the distinction of being selected as the Top New SommSM at the Championships the candidate must successfully progress through three tests.  All contestants will take the Preliminary On-Line test; with 20 to 30 contestants qualifying for one of five Area Competitions and the winners of each Area Competition moving on to the US Championships. 

· Previous winners of Top New SommSM are not eligible to compete a second time
· An individual may compete only three times at the Top New SommSM  Championships and must complete the entire qualification and eligibility process each time
· The individual with the highest score in the championships will be named Top New SommSM  and awarded the Southern Wine & Spirits Trophy.  


COMPETITION REGISTRATION
An Equal Opportunity Organization

The Guild of Sommeliers is an equal opportunity organization and does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, national origin, religion, sex, handicap, marital status, sexual orientation or status as a disabled veteran or other legally protected class status.  Information provided by applicants will not be used for any discriminatory purpose.

ENTRY FEE
Each competitor will pay a non-refundable entry fee of $25 for the right to participate in TOP|SOMMSM and Top New SommSM. Fees will be paid via the Guild of Sommeliers website: www.guildsomm.

All sommeliers who are interested in competing must file for entry by 
Paying the $25 entry fee online in the “Shop” area of the Guild of Sommeliers website http://www.guildsomm.com/Browse.aspx/16/Events 


Entry Fees Must be Paid and Registration Must be Received 
NO LATER than January 12, 2012


COMPETITION STRUCTURE
The TOP|SOMMSM  and Top New SommSM Competitions will consist of three levels of competition: On-line Preliminaries, five Area Competitions and the Championships.  

The six to eight highest scoring TOP|SOMMSM competitors in the On-line Preliminaries from each of the five US areas will move on to the Area Competition. A total of 30 to 40 TOP|SOMMSM competitors will participate in the Area Competition.  On-line Preliminary winners will be announced before February 4, 2012.  The winning TOP|SOMMSM competitor from each of the five Area Competitions and a total of five additional high scorers selected from the nationwide pool of competitors will proceed to the TOP|SOMMSM Championships.  Ten competitors will vie for the TOP|SOMMSM title and the Robert Mondavi Trophy. 

The four to six highest scoring Top New SommSM competitors in the On-line Preliminaries from each of the five US areas will move on to the Area Competition  A total of 20 to 30 Top New SommSM competitors will participate in the Area Competition.  On-line Preliminary winners will be announced before February 4, 2012. The winning Top New SommSM competitor from each of the five Area Competitions will proceed to the Top New SommSM Championships. Five competitors will vie for the Top New SommSM title and the Southern Wine & Spirits Trophy. 
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ON-LINE PRELIMINARIES
Contestants who apply to compete and pay their entry fee will be notified of the date and time when On-line testing will occur.   The On-line Preliminary test consists of a written theory exam that may include short answer, multiple choice or essay questions.  Knowledge in all areas of wine, wine production, laws, viticulture and vinification, as well as spirits, beers, ales, ciders, sherry and other areas of service may be tested.  

Entrants will have a set time to complete the On-line exam within a four hour window the morning of January 28, 2012.  Exams not completed within the designated time frame will be automatically submitted.  Competitors may only log into the test once.  Competitors may not record or distribute the exam.  Tests will be submitted to the competition organizers for transmittal to the Guild of Sommeliers for judging, The top six to eight TOP|SOMM scorers and the top four to six Top New Somm scorers from each area will be invited to sit for the Area Competitions.

AREA COMPETITION 
The five Areas for the TOP|SOMMSM and Top New SommSM Competitions are defined below.  Qualifying competitors will be are responsible for any transportation and lodging expenses. 

Eastern Seaboard: CT, DC, DL, MA, ME, MD, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VA, VT, WV
Great Lakes: IA, IL, IN, OH, MI, MN, MO, ND, SD, WI 
South Central: AL, AR, FL, GA, Islands, KY, LA, MS, NC, SC, TN  
Mountain: CO, ID, KS, MT, NE, NV, OK, TX, UT, WY
Western: AK, AZ, CA, HI, NM, OR, WA







COMPETITOR CODE OF CONDUCT
All competitors are expected to attend and participate in all official competition functions, promotional functions and public relations activities relating to the competition. The competitors shall treat judges and fellow competitors with respect, and professional decorum is expected from the judges towards the competitors.

AREA & CHAMPIONSHIP TESTING FORMAT
The five US Area Competitions will each include 12 competitors from each US area for a total of 60 Area competitors.  The 12 individuals invited to participate in each Area competition will be comprised of four to six Top New SommSM entrants and six to eight TOP|SOMMSM entrants.  The TOP|SOMMSM Championship competition will include the winners from each of the five Areas plus additional top scoring competitors with up to 10 competing in the finals.  The Top New SommSM Championship competition will include the winners from each of the five Areas for a total of five finalists.    

The format for both the TOP|SOMMSM  and the Top New SomSM competitions will be based on the Advanced Sommelier Exam conducted by the Court of Master Sommeliers. The format will feature three areas of examination: theory, practical service skills and blind tasting. The exam format may be modified as deemed necessary by the judges.

The Master Sommelier judges and the competitors are to be the only people in the exam room. There will be NO spectators or media observing the competition testing.

Theory Testing: The theory section will consist of a written theory exam that may include short answer, multiple choice or essay questions. Knowledge in all areas of wine and wine production, laws, viticulture and vinification, as well as spirits, beers, ales, ciders, sherry may be tested. The theory section will have a ONE-hour time limit.

Practical Service Skills Testing: The practical skills section is a station-based service performance exam that may include decanting, Champagne service, appropriate glassware choices, food and wine pairings, blind spirit identification of crafted beverages (by nose) and other real world tasks. The practical skills section is characterized by a reasonable time limit at each task station. This is a role-playing exercise requiring full restaurant service skills, composure, dress and personal equipment. 

Blind Tasting: The blind tasting section is a timed (twenty-five minutes) double blind tasting of red and white wines. The judges shall provide the wines. Scoring will be done using the Master Sommelier deductive tasting method. Scores will be assigned for assessment by sight, nose, and palate and by initial and final conclusions of each wine. In order to protect the integrity of the blind tasting section, the identity of the wines will not be revealed after the exam. 

A panel of three to five Master Sommeliers shall judge each Area Competition and the Championships.

COMPETITOR ATTIRE
Attire for the female competitors is business suit or after-five/evening attire appropriate for a professional sommelier. Attire for the male competitors is a business suit or tuxedo (black tie) appropriate for a professional sommelier.  

RESULTS
The results of the competition must remain unknown to the public until the awards ceremony as announced by the area organizer for the Area Competitions and the organizer for the Championship. The determination of the judges is final. There is no appeal mechanism and appeals are not considered. The announcement will take place in an appropriate location, as determined by the Guild of Sommeliers organizer, followed by an awards celebration. 

AREA AWARDS
The first place TOP|SOMMSM winners of the five Area Competitions are entitled to take part in the TOP|SOMMSM Championships. The area winners will receive a silver medal during the awards ceremonies, and all participants will receive a bronze medal. The medals will be engraved with the competition date and area name.

The first place Top New SommSM winners of the five Area Competitions are entitled to take part in the Top New SommSM Championships. The area winners will receive a silver medal during the awards ceremonies and a $1,000 Southern Wine & Spirits Scholarship. 

AREA COMPETITION EXPENSES
The 40 qualifying competitors for the area competitions are expected to provide their own transportation to the Area Competition sites and to cover any lodging and meal expenses.  The Guild of Sommeliers will offer a discounted room rate at the host hotel.

CHAMPIONSHIP AWARDS
Two perpetual trophies will be awarded following the Championship competition.  The individuals winning the title of TOP|SOMMSM will receive the Robert Mondavi perpetual trophy and a $1,000 cash scholarship.  The individual winning the title of Top New SommSM will receive the Southern Wine & Spirits Trophy and a $1,000 cash scholarship. 

TOP|SOMMSM Competitors will be presented with awards as follows:
· Gold Medal, Robert Mondavi Trophy, $1,000 scholarship and trip to Oakvalle, CA to 1st Place
· Silver Medal, $1,000 scholarship and trip to Oakville to 2nd Place 
· Bronze Medal, $1,000 scholarship and trip to Oakville to 3rd Place 

Top New SommSM Competitors will be presented with awards as follows
· Gold Medal, Southern Wine & Spirits Trophy, $1,000 scholarship plus a trip to Miami to participate in the South Beach Food & Wine Festival to 1st Place.



CHAMPIONSHIP EXPENSES
The Guild of Sommeliers will pay all expenses for individuals competing in the Championship, including travel and lodging plus some meals during the Championship events.
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